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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 09531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, VN 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - FAMILY REUNION FROM SRV 
REF: A. STATE 146015; B. GENEVA 8668 

1 . SUGGESTION CONTAINED PARA 6, REF A HAS BEEN DISCUSSED 
WITH HAN, WHO HAS SOME RESERVATIONS. HE STATES THAT, 

WHILE RECOGNIZING CLASSIC ROLE OF ICRC IN SUCH CASES, 

FACT REMAINS, AS HE SEES IT, THAT VIETNAMESE WOULD PREFER 
TO DEAL WITH UNHCR IN THIS INSTANCE. HE MENTIONED OVER 

A PERIOD OF TIME UNHCR IN INVOLVEMENT WITH VIETNAMESE 
ON SEVERAL DELICATE MATTERS, HAD ESTABLISHED ATMOSPHERE 
OF CONFIDENCE. FURTHER, HE SAID, WHILE ICRC ROLE AS RE- 
SPECTED INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION WAS WELL ESTABLISHED 
IN WEST, IT WAS, AFTER ALL, A SWISS ENTITY, WHILE UNHCR 
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WAS, IN VIETNAMESE EYES, AN OFFICIAL INTERNATIONAL BODY 
UNDER THE UN, OF WHICH THE SRV IS A MEMBER. 

2. HAN REITERATED HIS BELIEF THAT THE SRV WAS INTENT IN 
ITS PURPOSE OF PURSUING THIS MATTER IN AN EFFORT TO WARM 
UP RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. HE GAVE HIS JUDGE- 
MENT THAT THE SRV IS FEELING INCREASINGLY ISOLATED AS A 
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RESULT OF ITS CURRENT DIFFICULTIES WITH CHINA AND 
CAMBODIA, IT WISHES TO AVOID EXCLUSIVE DEPENDENCE ON THE 
USSR, AND THEREFORE IS CONSTRAINED TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT 
TO BEGIN TO ESTABLISH MORE FRIENDLY TIES WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. (COINCIDENTALLY, THESE POINTS WERE MADE IN ALMOST 
THE SAME PRECISE TERMS TO THE REPORTING OFFICER EARLIER 
IN THE DAY BY A HIGH AND KNOWLEDGEABLE INTERNATIONAL 
RED CROSS (ICRC) OFFICIAL). HAN SAID THAT IN THE COURSE 
OF TWO DINNER SESSIONS WHERE HE HAD ARRANGED TO BE SEATED 
NEXT TO CONSULAR AFFAIRS DIRECTOR. VU HOANG, LATTER HAD, 
BY REPEATED REFERENCES, LEFT NO DOUBT IN HIS MIND ON THIS 
SCORE. 

3. HAN CONFIRMED ASSUMPTION CONTAINED PARA 4. REF A. 

THAT "300 CASES” WERE COMPILED BY UNHCR AS A RESULT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM VIETNAMESE IN THE UNITED STATES SEEK- 
ING ASSISTANCE ON BEHALF OF RELATIVES IN VIETNAM. 

4. HAN EXPRESSED DESIRE TO DISCUSS MANNER AND CHANNEL 
OF HANDLING FAMILY REUNION CASES FURTHER WITH SIEVERTS 
(HA) DURING LATTER'S PLANNED VISIT TO GENEVA NEXT WEEK. 
MISSION WILL ARRANGE CONTACT. (IN INTERIM SINCE EXCHANGE 
OF REFTELS, OF COURSE, CASES OF 15 AMERICAN CITIZEN 
CHILDREN APPEAR TO BE IN PROCESS OF RESOLUTION WITH 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY SENATE SUB-COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES THAT 
SRV HAS AGREED TO THEIR DEPARTURE FOR THE UNITED STATES.) 
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